
OLL SCHOOL BOARDMEETING – ZOOM DATE: August 29, 2024

MEMBERS:
Katye Miller (chair/finance) P Meggie Humphrey (at large) P Fr. Peter Richards (pastor) A

Gretchen Chilson(secretary/education) P Claudia Thode (at large) P Becky Kennedy (principal) P

Brian Govern (finance) P Nancy Erdman (faculty rep) P Amanda Moodie (dir of enrollment) P

Tom Herr (technology) P Meaghan Rasset (faculty rep) A

Ginger Skaja (education) P Kate Spangenberg (faculty rep) P

Kassie Ricke (marketing) A Steve Boatright (parish council) P

Talia Hindi (marketing) P P = Present, A = Absent

● Opening Prayer - Katye

● Introductions

● Vote on Chair

Katye has accepted a role as Parish Administrative Assistant at the church. The board must vote on
whether Katye can continue on as Board Chair for the remainder of the year, while mentoring a new
Vice Chair. Motion to approve: Katye. Second: Ginger. Passed unanimously.

See Katye or Becky if you are interested in being the new vice chair.

● School Update - Becky

24-25 School Theme Reflecting God's Love

Back To SchoolWe started school this week for K-8 and it is going great so far.

- We worked on creating a Middle School Orientation for incoming 5th graders and



transfer students. This is still being discussed on how to improve or change for next year.
Lots of areas of growth.

- New this year is a preschool packet that is sent out in July to help parents feel better
prepared for OLL Preschool.

Event Sponsorship Levels In an effort to share with our parent community the variety of ways our
fundraisers are looking for sponsors, I am creating a document for the entire school year. Please take a
look and provide feedback at the meeting. This will go out to parents in September along with
information on fundraising as a whole. This will be a joint effort between PTO and School.

MNSAA See this document to review 5-year plan AND what we are focusing on this year.

Staffing We are fully staffed. I am currently looking for two long-term subs for staff who will be going
on Maternity leave this winter.

Playground Rope/barrier update Maintenance is currently researching and planning what will be used
instead of the rope for the south end of the playground black top barrier. We are looking at this from a
whole campus view and including Maggie Sartori too. I am working with the bus company to help keep
the gate closed as long as possible, before picking up students at 2:50. In the meantime, we are
purchasing some orange flag rope to tie in with the current rope to make it more visible.

Professional Development

1. Preschool staff attended a SMART training this summer.

2. Middle School homeroom teachers took a 4-day Responsive Classroom training.

3. We have set up coaching once a month for three staff members. Some staff will have
coaching each month, and some will have it every other month. The goal is for all staff to
work with our coach by the end of the 24-25 school year.

4. We are part of a Math coaching initiative with CSCOE. Our 3-5th grade math teachers
will receive coaching once a month.

● Marketing/Enrollment Update - Amanda

September Enrollment

Preschool enrollment is down throughout Westonka. A consideration could be the increased
cost of homes in this area. Many young families may not be able to afford starter homes in this
area. I did send out a preschool specific mailing on July 7th to all of Westonka district ages 3/4
(2's are not yet entered). I also handed out 80 preschool specific bags at the parade to young
families. We will pick up a few students as they turn 3. I do have 2 students turning 3 in October
but they are still working on potty training.
Overall retention of returning students is still VERY strong. I will provide a thorough breakdown
of retention and enrollment at our September Board meeting. The barrier is now the cost of
living, and conservative families either choosing to homeschool or moving out of Hennepin
County or MN altogether.

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1B_HjuhrVGbgk4pN_7rIQ2ugHq1hR-vtV/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1WRCzhxnZcUm64DUXTeQ7Ex1p_v0PVjB3/view?usp=sharing


Community Building:

- September 11th - 1st official family fun night at Big Stone sculpture garden.

- Sunday, October 6th Family Fun Night and FUNDRAISER at Minnetonka Orchard. The wine garden
will be open serving gourmet wood-fired pizza, hot dogs and snacks. Everly wine, Easton cider, water,
and soda. The farm animals and playhouses are just up the hill from the wine garden and available for
families. 25% of all proceeds will go to the school. This event is open to the public as well as the school
to increase profit sharing.

- October 26th, Spaghetti Dinner in the Pace Center. Save the Date!

Retention:

- All School Ice Cream Social was a hit on August 7th. Nearly 100 people in attendance.

- New Family Orientation took place on August 7th. All but two of our new families were in attendance.
New family welcome boxes were distributed with a presentation from Mrs Kennedy.

- 43 Family signs were secretly placed welcoming our New Families, New Middle School Families and
Kindergarten Families. Signs were placed by staff and parent volunteers. This doubles as a Marketing
tactic as the signs are visible from the road and many families post images on social media.

- Ambassador/ Mentor families have been paired with all new OLL families and have reached out to
them this month.



- 1st day of school celebration with large yard sign, red carpet balloons and photos in addition to parent
coffee made the 1st day of school a HUGE success.

Marketing

- Ad in Laker Pioneer for Best of West Lakes: Best Private School, Best Preschool, Best Principal, Best
Teacher (Mrs Laura Juneau), Best Summer Program, Best Vacation Bible School.

- Town Planner Calendar Ad proved for the 2025/2026 Calendar Distributed to homes in the West
Lakes Area.

- Jubilee Counter Mate Ad renewed (Look for us at the checkout counter)

- New Preschool Inserts were designed and ordered for this years enrollment season

- OLL Church Bulletin Ad update has been submitted for review

- St Boni Parish Back page Ad purchased for the year in addition to attending their masses on August
4th and sharing school material with them.

Additional Note: We received a $3,500 grant for Marketing and Enrollment efforts for the 24/25
school year. I will be using these funds to cover the costs of the new preschool print materials,
district mailers, preschool open house entertainment and new banners for the enrollment
season. Catholic School Center of Excellence (CSCOE) now serves over 150 Catholic Schools in
the state of MN including several rural area schools. This expansion took place in 2022! They
received an overwhelming 42% increase in the enrollment grant applications this year. We are thrilled to
have the opportunity to utilize their support.

● Fundraising Update - Becky
We want to move toward more collaboration between parish and school, including more
awareness-building for both entities about events. Also see “Event Sponsorship Opportunities” doc,
linked above.

● PTO - Katye
Continued invitations to build a stronger community and support fundraising efforts. Next week they’ll
send out a snapshot of all opportunities, how to get involved, what will be discussed at which meeting,
etc.

● Financial Update - Katye
Screenshots of the school’s statement of activities as of July 31 are at the bottom of these minutes.

● Parish Update

● Open Discussion

We had some great conversation tonight around these items relating to marketing, which we’ll also plan
to revisit at later meetings:

- increase signage
- Be bold in our catholic branding and messaging as part of our marketing technique



- Utilize the incredible festival by placing flyers at the entrance, and have greeters reach out to
families who enter (this would be in addition to our Catholic Community Booth which will be
inside the festival and used to create conversations and awareness.)

● Closing Prayer






